








1988 Writer's Digest Subject Index 


This index groups by topic all articles published in 
Writer's Digest in 1988. Titles are listed in quotes; 
when necessary, descriptions of articles are given in 
parentheses. Because of space considerations, some 
titles have been shortened and abbreviations used 
for these columns: Chronicle (C); The Electronic 
Writer, by Ronald John Donovan (EW); Fiction, by 
Lawrence Block (F); First Novelist, which always ap- 
pears in Inside Books, (FN); Inside Books (IB); The 
Markets (M); Nonfiction, by Art Spikol (NF); Poetry, 
by Judson Jerome (P); Scripts, by J. Michael Strac- 
zynski (S); Tip Sheet (TS); and Writing Life (WL). 


AGENTS 


“1 Place to Find 850 Agents,” TS, July. 
“Working With Your Agent,” Richard Balkin, July. 


“Books for Children’s Book Writers,” WL, July. 

Books in Review, Michael Schumacher, IB, April, Oct. 

“Evaluating a Dictionary,” TS, June. 

“Novels That Time Didn't Forget,” WL, April. 

“Outer Worlds & Fantasy Empires,” WL, May. 

“Poetry By Definition” (dictionaries) P, June. 

Recommended Reading, IB, Oct. 

Reader's Report, Gary Provost, IB, Feb., April 

“Reading List,” TS, Sept. 

“What Are You Reading,” IB, Dec 

“Writer's Guide to Books on Tape,” Ronald John 
Donovan, Dec. 


BUSINESS & LEGAL MATTERS 

“1 Source for Business Advice,” TS, Nov. 

“Guide to Printers & Doing Business With Them,” TS, 
April. 

“How to Help Your Heirs Keep Your Writing” (passing 
on copyrights), Ellen Kozak, TS, Feb. 

“Organizing Sample Copies,” Blair Howard, TS, Jan 

“The Taxing Life,” NF, Feb. 

“Use a Timesheet to Organize & Plan,” Dan Logan, 
TS, Dec. 

“Your Guide to Copyright,” Jay Stuller, June. 


CONFERENCES, CLASSES & 
ORGANIZATIONS 


“Items to Pack for Your Writers Conference,” 
Norton, TS, Feb. 

“Qualities to Look for in a Writing Class,” Elizabeth 
Wetzel, TS, Sept. 

“Writer's Digest Guide to Writers Conferences, Semi- 
nars & Workshops,” May. 


“Breaking in Through Script Competitions,” Holly- 
wood Signs, M, July. 

“Entering Literary Poetry Contests,” P, July. 

“Special Prizes in WD's 1988 Writing Competition,” 
William Brohaugh, Notebook, Jan. 

“Top of the Lines” (WD Contest winners), Oct. 


Jeni 


“Deborah Futter and the Editing of Somewhere Off 


the Coast of Maine,” Thomas Clark, IB, Dec 
“Do-It-Yourself Dictionaries” (spelling), William Rey- 
nolds, TS, Jan. 
“Toughing Out the Tough Editors,” Maxine Rock, Jan. 
“You & Your Copy Editor,” Maron Waxman, April. 


“1 Solution for ‘Lost’ Computer Files,” Martha 
Washam, TS, Nov 


“Computerized Record-Keeping Made Simple,” EW, 


Sept 
“Fast Fax Facts,” EW, July. 
“Processing Poetry,” P, Dec. 


“The Software Switch,” EW, March, May. 
“Touring the Electronic Library,” EW, Jan. 
“Utility Poll” (utility programs), EW, Nov. 


FICTION-WRITING TECHNIQUES 

“15 Things You Must Know About Writing the Short 
Story,” Lawrence Block, July. 

“Classic Elements of the Bestselling Novel,” 
Marshall, Nov. 

“Fiction to Order?” F, Nov. 

“Giving Order to Your Fiction,” Jack Bickham, Oct. 

“Giving Your Fiction the Light Touch,” E.S. Creamer, 
Dec. 


Evan 


“How Fictional Can Fiction Afford to Be?” George 
Scithers & Darrell Schweitzer, June 

“Inside Mary Higgins Clark's Bestselling Characters,” 
Jo Cooper, IB, April. 

“Keeping Readers on Their Toes,” 
March. 

“Lessons From the Kitchen Table,” Deborah Hecht, 
WL, Feb. 

“Most Common Problems of First Romance Novels,” 
Karen Juneman, TS, Nov. 

“Now What Do We Do With the Alligators?” 
endings ), Esther Friesner, Jan 

“The Ripening Process,” F, Oct. 

“Slowing Down,” Natalie Goldberg, Aug 

“Stranger Than Truth” (transition from nonfiction to 
fiction), NF, Jan. 

“Time Release in Fiction,” Hal Blythe & Charlie 
Sweet, May. 

“Tips for Writing Children’s Fiction,” Jan Carr, Sept 

“The Writing of Random Walk,” F, Feb. 


HUMOR & COMEDY WRITING 

“But Seriously, the Humor Query,” Jeff Taylor, TS, 
Feb. 

“My Darkest Fantasy,” Larry Tritten, C, Aug. 

“Patrick F. McManus & the Funny Four,” Mitch Fin 
ley, July. 

“Real-Life, Stranger-Than-Fiction Humor of William 
Geist,” Peter Spielmann, Jan. 


IDEAS 

“Best Bets for Interviews,” Frank Dickson, TS, Jan., 
July. 

“Capturing & Using Your Dreams,” J. Kevin Wolfe, TS, 
July. 


Damon Knight, 


(plotting/ 


“12 Ways to Smash Writer's Block,” Marshall Cook, 
Feb 

“And So Had I Waited,” Andrea Warren, C, July. 

“By the Time I Get to Phoenix I'll Be Working,” F, July. 

“The Courage to Change,” F, Jan. 

“How to Bounce Back From Rejections & Delays,” 
Leonard Felder, March. 

“How to Find Time to Write,” Greg Daugherty, Oct. 

“How to Handle Your Success,” Leonard Feider, Aug. 

“Is It Time to Quit Your Day Job?” F, Dec. 

“Martin Caidin Faces the Mirror,” Martin Caidin, C, 
May. 

“Messages for Your Most Important Reader,” F, June. 

“No, But I Saw the Movie,” F, Aug. 

“Prejudice & Pride” (category fiction), F, Sept. 

“The Secrets of Our Success,” Dec. 

“Slowing Down,” Natalie Goldberg, Aug. 

When I Get Like This I Can't Even Think of a Title,” 
F, May. 

“Writer's Treasure Hunt,” Mary Warren, TS, June 

“The Writing of Random Walk,” F, Feb 


“The Business of Business Profiles,” Lary Crews, TS, 


Jan 

“This !s Your Profile, Karen Steeie” (writing pro- 
files), NF, Aug.-Sept 

“Use the ‘After-Interview’ to Improve Profiles,” Doug 
Donaldson, TS, Dec 


LANGUAGE USE 

“11 Most Frequently Misused Words,” TS, June 

“A Misinformational Guide to Grammar,” Tom 
Burnam, Jan 

“Avoiding Unintentional Humor,” 
TS, Jan. 


Kathleen Corey, 


“How Many Misspelled Words Can You Find in This 
Article?” NF, June 
“Power of Vigorous Verbs,” 

Jan. 
“Proper Use of Trademarks,” TS, March 
“Trademark Update,” TS, Oct., Nov 
“Useless & Unnecessary Words,” Michael Hemmes, 


Marguerite McClain, TS, 


S, May. 
Write It My Way, Willard Espy, Jan.-Dec 


LIFESTYLE & HUMOR 

“Games Writers Play,” Doug Donaldson, Nov. 

“How the Hell Did I Write a Book?” Barry Manilow, C, 
Nov 

“If You're Into a Book, You're in There Alone,” Robyn 
Carr, C, March 

“The Man Who Would Be Ann,” Gary Provost, C, Jan 

“The Metamorphosis,” Michael Seidman, “, Dec. 

“Tales From File Folder Q,” Mary Ellen Strote, C, 
Sept 

“Tales Of the American Bystander,” Brian McConna 
chie, C, April. 

“What Rhymes With ‘Sincerely Yours’?” 
ger, C, Feb. 

“Which Is Better, Getting Paid by the Week or by the 
Word?” NF, March 

“Why a Poet Is Driven to Polyester,” Barbara Fieid, C, 
June. 

“Writing at an Artists Colony,” 


Mollee Kru- 


F, April 
FAARKETING/SUBMITTING ADVICE 


“Bright Lines?” (trade paperback fiction series ), Bill 
Strickland, IB, June 

“But Seriously, the Humor Query,” Jeff Taylor, TS, 
Feb. 

“Dear Editor . . . Stop Right There” (cover letters), 
Marion Zimmer Bradley, Sept. 

“Develop a Clear Picture of Your Target Market's 
Readers,” Michael Bugeja, TS, March. 

“Follow-up Letters,” Carol Smith, TS, June. 

Hollywood Signs, M, John Wilson, Jan., March, May, 
July, Sept., Nov 

“How to Bounce Back From Rejections & Delays,” 
Leonard Felder, March. 

“If They Asked Me, I Could Write a Book,” NF, Dec. 

“Keeping Track of What Magazines Publish,” Barbara 
Smalley, TS, July. 

“Keeping Up Appearances,” F, March. 

“Key to Selling Your Nonfiction Book,” David Groff, 
M 


May. 

New York Overheard, M, Russell Galen, Feb., April, 
June, Aug., Oct., Dec 

“Overlooked Sources of Marketing Advice,” 
Henricks, TS, Nov 

“Passport to Worldwide Sales,” Michae] Sedge, Aug. 

“Safe Sex With Your Keyboard” (querying with ti- 
tles), NF, Oct. 

“Think Like an Editor,” Larry Miller, June 

“Tips on Using Clips,” Karen Sanders, TS, Nov. 

“Tips on Using Excerpts to Sell Your Book,” Robbie 
Kaplan, TS, Dec. 

“Turn Rejected Queries Into Assignments,” 
Withers, TS, Nov 

“Turning Rejections Into Royalties,” James Smith, IB, 
Oct 


Mark 


Pam 


“Your Guide to Copyright,” 


“600 Sunshine Markets,” 
Nov. 

“Fiction 50,” Thomas Clark, April 

“Finding Success in the Country” 
zines ), Chris Dodd, M, March 

“Let Me Sell You This Little Story” 
M, Jan 

The Markets, Jan.-Dec 

“The New College Try,” Chris Dodd, M, Aug. 

“Staying Afloat in the Boating Magazine Market,” 
Gunnar Hansen, M, July 

“The World of Series” (trade paperback fiction ), Bill 
Strickland, M, June 


Jay Stuller, June. 


(Florida publishers) TS, 


(country maga 


(filler markets ), 


Continued on page 76 
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Continued from page 75 
NONFICTION 


“The Business of Business Profiles,” Lary Crews, TS, 
Jan. 

“The 8 Essentials of Nonfiction That Sells,” Gary Pro- 
vost, March. 

“5 Steps to Getting Published,” Gary Provost, Sept. 

“How to Ghostwrite Autobiographies, as Told by Wil- 
liam Novak,” Audrey Fisher, Dec. 

“How to Write Personal Experience Articles,” Nancy 
Kelton, Jan. 

“Identifying Sources,” Kathryn Raithel, TS, March. 

“Rules for Stating Your Opinion” (column writing), 
Michele McCormick, TS, Nov. 

“Say, Where Can I Get a Good ...” (service writing), 
NF, Nov. 

“Setting a Good Example,” Lorene Duquin, Feb. 

“Sidebars That Sell,” John Wood, Nov. 

“Stranger Than Truth” (transition from nonfiction to 
fiction), NF, Jan. 

“This Is Your Profile, Karen Steele” (writing pro- 
files), NF, Aug.-Sept. 

“Writing Health-Related Articles,” Holly Miller, TS, 
June. 

“Writing Tight,” Kevin Maney, April. 


“Best Bets for Interviews,” Frank Dickson, TS, April. 

“Column, Write!” NF, April. 

“How to Ghostwrite Autobiographies, as Told by Wil- 
liam Novak,” Audrey Fisher, Dec. 

“Passport to Worldwide Sales,” Michael Sedge, Aug. 

“Same Talent, Greener Pastures,” NF, July. 

“Selling Poetry Reviews,” Michael Bugeja, TS, May. 

“Services to Offer a Small Business,” Audrey Fisher, 
TS, March. 

“The Simplest, Surest Way to Boost Your Writing Ca- 
reer” (speaking), Henriette Klauser, TS, April. 


“Which Is Better, Getting Paid By the Week or by the 
Word?” NF, March. 

“Writer's Guide to Books on Tape,” Ronald John 
Donovan, Dec. 

“Writing Radio PSAs,” Audrey Fisher, TS, Sept. 

“Writing Successful Press Releases,” Audrey Fisher, 
TS, May. 


POETRY 


“17 Things Haiku Isn't,” Lorraine Harr, TS, March. 

“Bad Poetry,” P, Nov. 

“Ballad of the Ballade,” P, Feb. 

“From Magazine Publication to Book Publication,” P, 
Oct. 

“Illusory Freeelom” (free verse), P, April. 

“The Image ot Creation,” P, Sept. 

“Of Poetic Inversion Beware,” Donna Guyer, Feb. 

“The Poems ...” Juli Tarpin, C, Oct. 

“The Poetic Catalog” (accentual meter) P, May. 

“Processing Poetry,” P, Dec. 

“Selling Poetry Reviews,” Michael Bugeja, TS, May. 

“Speakin’ to the Folks” (poetry in popular music), P, 
Jan 

“Warding Off Poetic Wordweeds” (clichés) John 
Engle, May. 

“What Makes a Good Poem,” Hale Chatfield, TS, Feb. 

“What Rhymes With ‘Sincerely Yours”” Mollee Kru- 
ger, C, Feb. 

“Why a Poet Is Driven to Polyester,” Barbara Field, C, 
June 

“Writing a Narrative in Poetry,” P, Aug. 

“Writing a Sonnet,” P, March. 


PROFILES 

“Anne Rice,” Stanley Wiater, Nov. 

“Clive Cussler,” Carole Harshman, April. 

Dallas Murphy, FN, Feb 

“From the Mists Comes Marion Zimmer Bradley,” 
Lois Rosenthal, June. 

“The Happy Excesses of Cactus Ed Abbey,” David 
Petersen, Oct 


“How to Ghostwrite Autobiographies, as Told by Wil- 
liam Novak,” Audrey Fisher, Dec. 

Jim Anderson, FN, Oct. 

“Joe Gores,” James McKimmey, Aug. 

“Joy in Spite of Everything: Tom Robbins,” Bill 
Strickland, Feb. & March. 

“Marsha Norman,” Lois Rosenthal, Sept. 

Mary Morris, FN, June 

“Patrick F. McManus & the Funny Four,” Mitch Fin- 
ley, July. 

“Real-Life, Stranger-Than-Fiction Humor of William 
Geist,” Peter Spielmann, Jan. 


“1 Source of Science Information,” Susan Tannen, TS, 
April. 
“8 Sources of Information,” Robert Berkman, TS, 


Nov. 

“The Beginnings of Alaska & Other James Michener 
Novels,” TS, June. 

“Looking for Experts,” NF, May. 

“Study Juvenile Literature,” TS, Sept. 


“Adventures in The Twilight Zone,” S, Dec. 

“Backboards, Back Stories” (jargon) S, April. 

Hollywood Signs, M, John Wilson, Jan., March, May, 
July, Sept., Nov. 

“Marsha Norman,” Lois Rosenthal, Sept. 

“No, But I Saw the Movie” (films of novels), F, Aug. 

“Picket Lines” (WGA strike), S, Oct. 

“Q&A” (reader questions) S, June. 

“Tell Me a Story” (piiching) S, Aug. 


WRITING FOR FUN 

“Creating a Mystery Game,” Linda Melin, July. 

“A Petition for Proclamation of Writing for Fin,” Su- 
san Aylward, Nov. 





GARY PROVOST 





IF the nation’s leading writing-for-publication 
teacher came to your door with his secrets 
of writing success, would you let him in? 


| oO WRITE IT ($12.95) $ 

| CO SELL IT ($12.95) $__ 

| 1 THE SET ($22.95) $__ 
(Outside U.S.A. $ 


Thousands of writers around the country have leamed to improve their 
writing and knowledge of publishing by attending GARY PROVOST’s 
$100+ WRITE IT/ SELL IT SEMINARS. Now, without even 
leaving your home and for as little as $12.95, you can leam 
a trom Gary by sending for a WRITE IT/ SELL IT 

/ CASSETTE. 


Famous for giving writers the straight scoop, Gary generously offers 180 minutes of nuts and 
bolts information, tips, and advice, as weli as an inside look ai the business of getting published. 
No cutesy music, no gimmicks, no subliminal messages. 


THE WRITE IT TAPE: 90 minutes of non-stop technique tips arranged alphabetically so that you 
will learn quickly. Listen to them over and over while you drive to work, do the dishes, or wash 
your parakeet. 


THE SELL IT TAPE: in these 90 minutes of shop talk Gary will tell you how fo market your work, 
write queries and book proposals, resell material, get an agent, etc., giving you all the tools you 
must have in order to succeed as a selling freelance writer. 








You know Gary Provost through Writer's Digest and WD Books’ top seliers MAKE EVERY WORD , Mail with your check or money order 
COUNT and BEYOND STYLE, plus THE FREELANCE WRITER'S HANDBOOK and 100 WAYS : 

TO IMPROVE YOUR WRITING. Also he’s published over 1,000 articles, short stories, columns, 
humor and celebrity profiles. He’s published romances, true-crime, sports how-to, and is an award- 
winning children’s novelist. He’s sold two books to movies (including CBS TV’s Fatal Judgment, 
Starring Patty Duke). 


WRITE IT / SELL IT 
P.O. BOX 139 
S. LANCASTER, MA 01561 
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